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refs: a. TAIPEI 6065/ B. STATE 231333 

1, AS THE OEPARTMENT IS ANAREr SOMETIME AGO PRESIDENT 
CHlANG MADE A FORMAL OFFER TO ACCEPT A NUMBER OF U.S. 
nuclear SCIENTISTS ON ASSIGNMENT TO TAINAN TO PARTICIPATE 
DIRECTLY IN NUCLEAR R&D PROGRAMS CONDUCTED BY THE CROC. 
TrilS OFFER HAS BEEN REITERATED TO US ON A NUMBER OF 
OCCASIONS, BY ThE president HIMSELF, MOST RECENTLY ON 
SEPTEMBER 6, AND ON HiS BEHALF BY THE PREMIER, FOREIGN 
IminISTEk, TnO vice foreign ministers, ANO others. THE 
POINT OF THIS REPEATEu OFFER IS TO ALLAY U.S. CONCERNS 
ABOUT The nature ANO THRUST OF GROC NUCLEAR PROGRAMS, 
especially U.S. CONCERN THAT THE GROC MIGHT VIOLATE EXIST¬ 
ING bilateral and multilateral AGREEMENTS GOVERNING PEACE¬ 
FUL nuclear COOPERATION. ME HAVE REPORTED THESE REITERA¬ 
TIONS OF THE PRESIDENT'S OFFER ANO HAVE DISCUSSED THEM 
WITH VISITING nuclear TEAMS AND OTHER INTERESTED NASHINGTON 
officials. 

2. REF B indicates ThAT hASHINGTQN IS RE-ThlNKING THE US6 
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position on This offer, this message is intenoeo to con- 

TRlbUTE A FEH CONSIDERATIONS SEEN FROM THIS EMBASSY'S 
PERSPECTIVE. 

3. GIVEN THE ROC<S STRATEGIC/POLITICAL VULNERABILITY» THE 
temptations to examine THE POSSIBILITY OF ACQUIRING A 
nuclear weapons CAPACITY HAVE TO BE ASSUMED, TH^E ARE, 

OF COURSE, MANY FACTORS WHICH WOULO ARGUE AGAINST SUCH AN 
EFFORT IN COLLECTIVE GROC THiNKINGf Ei6«f RELATIVE IN- 
EFFECTIVENESS VIS-A-VIS ThE PRC, HEIGHTENEO GANGER OF A 
PWC pre-emptive strike if ThE roc seemed to have SUCH A 

capacity or threateneo to use achieveo weaponry, jeoparoiz- 
ing political support from frienoly countries ano an 
immeo?ate; economically disastrous cut-off of peaceful 
nuclear supplies, from the U.S. he 00 NOT know 
definitively that any fundamental OECISIONHAS in FACT 
been TAKEN. CCK HAS ASSURED US EMPHATICALLY AND CATE- 
rnRirliLY IN THE NEGATIVE, ADMITTEDLY, HE COULO BE EX¬ 
PECTED TO 00 THIS, IF HE SAW HIS COUNTRY'S ESSENTIAL IN¬ 
TERESTS AS REQUIRING THE ACHIEVEMENT OF NUCLEAR WEAPONS 

capacity clearly, IF the roc were to move in this 01- 
HECTIOnI’tNEY HOULB HAVE TO CONCEAL TnEIR EFFORT FROM US AT 
A^L JSsis IN ant event CCK IS NON EVEN HORE PAINFULLY 
ArtARE OF OUK CONCERNS ANO OF THE NECESSITY OF CONVINCING 
us OF THE CREDIBILITY OF HIS ASSURANCES, ^VJ^O^HCg 
BEGIni^InLiD AR&EAR-,THAI-iiEa&.ZS^ mfi S „FOLLOW-UP 
O^ERS. 

A Tw TMTS CONTEXT# WE BELIEVE THAT IF PROPERLY 
STRuCTUREof THE placing OF PERCEPTIVE, KNOWLEDGEABLE AND 
REl¥S2lE US SCIENTISTS HERE COULO SIGNIFICANTLY FURTHER 
oSr nonproliferation objectives. OF COURSE, THE PR^ENCE 
Sf SUCH SCIENTISTS COULD NOT ABSOLUTELY PRECLUDE A CLAN- 
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DESTINE ROC EFFORT TO ACHIEVE A NUClEAR WEAPONRY CAPABILITY, 
HOWEVER# THEIk presence WOULD HAKE SUCH AN EFFORT. MUCH MORE 
OIFF'ICULT# by FUHCING still GREATER CLANOESTINITY# LIMITING 
the number of roc scientists THAT CDULO BE INVOLVED AS NELL 
AS THE PHYSICAL ASPECTS OF THE FACILITIES, APPARATUS# AND 

materials that could be employeo, the u.s. scientists 

COUuO CREOIbLY REQUIRE NIOESPREAO FREEOOH OF MOVEMENT IN 
SCIENTIFIC LABORATORIES AND RESEARCH AREAS ANO CLOSE CON¬ 
TACT WITH ROC PHYSICAL SCIENTISTS. HIDING CLUES FROM THEM 
WOULO BE DIFFICULT, FOR THIS REASON# THE PRESENCE OF THESE 
U.S, SCIENTISTS NOULO PROVIDE US WITH GREATER 

Freedom to pursue leads developed by clandestine sources 
with substantially less danger of compromise, 

5. WE DO NOT SEE WHAT OFFSETTING DISADVANTAGES THERE WOULD 
BE. THE USG WOULD NOT GIVE UP ANY OF OUR EXISTING PRACTICES 
OR PROCEDURES, WE WOULD RATHER AOO ANOTHER STRING TO OUR 
BOW. IT IS TRUE THAT THE ROC WOULO BE ABLE — IN RESPONSE 
TO U.S. INOUlhltS OR INSPECTION TEAMS — TO POINT OUT THAT 
WE already have men On the ground, but THIS WOULD BE GIV¬ 
ING TmEM only a minor talking POINT# WHICH OF ITSELF COULD 
NOT EFFECTIVELY DEFLECT US FROM PURSUING WHATEVER OTHER 
Investigations we might wish. 





6, MOREOVER# The U.S, SCIENTISTS# GIVEN THEIR OAY-TO-DAY 
working relationships with this COUNTRY’S Key nuclear 
SCIENTISTS ANU program MANAGERS, COULD REPRESENT A POSITIVE 
FORCE IN INFLUENCING ROC R&O PROGRAMS ALONG LINES COMPATI¬ 
BLE WITH OUR POLICY GOALS# VIZ., TO ORIENT THOSE RftO AC¬ 
TIVITIES TOwAKO MORE DIRECT AND PRACTICAL SUPPORT OF THE 
NATION'S PEACEFUL USES NUCLEAR PROGRAH, PRINCIPALLY IN 
electric POWER generation, 

7, WE ENVISION SUCH SCIENTISTS BEING ASSIGNED TO TAIWAN 
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OSTENSIBLY IN A PRIVATE CAPACITY; PERHAPS AS RESIDENT CON¬ 
SULTANTS TO AVOID POSSIBLE PROBLEMS DURING EVENTUAL 
NorII^ItItIon OF KELATIONS WITH PEKING, FUNDING, HOWEVER, 
WOULD BrBY°TME USG OR AN AMERICAN INSTRUMENTALITY, THt 
SStwT hPRE IS THAT wE ANO THE ROC WOULD KnOW WHAT THE 
SCIENTISTS' PHESENCE HEANT IN TERNS Of OUR SILATMAL RE- 
I attowShTPS. BUT THAT PRESENCE NEED NOTCOmPLICATE OE- 

VE^^PNlN^S In u.s.-prc relationships, the scientists noulo 

2«N^srpJSLirj^iis^'sursss!:?^ 

Sot JoSeRTISE THrPACT OF THEIR OFFICIAL U.S. 60VERNMENT 
connection. IN terms of the image they would PI^OJECT, the 
nS ^scientists would BE PRESENTED AS ANO WOULD COMPORT 
tmemselve^AS 00 munoreos of otmek foreign advisors to this 

GOVERNMENT RESIi>ENT ON TAIWAN, 

B REGARDING THE KINO OF PERSON TO BE CHOSEN FOR SUCH AN 

Assignment, we would recommend, as a matter of primary 

JoNSlOEKATION, THAT «E/5HE POSSESS HIGH PERSONAL 

qSalities DF Maturity, good judgment, reliability, tough- 
nessJ^persistence ANO patience to deal with an exacting and 
trying TASK. SECOND, THE PERSON SHOULD BE A U.S. CITIZEN 
OF unouestioneo loyalty, preferably with a working knowl¬ 
edge OF MANOAkIN AND EXPERIENCE IN DEALING KITH CHINESE, 

SECRET 


declassified I 

.uborii> kcPRODUCED WITHOUT THE AUTHORIZATION OF THE EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 


r-V\ ■ 









INCOMING 

Department of State 


T 


J\ 


SECRET 

page 02 TAIPEI 06351 02 Of 02 190024Z 

BEYOND THESE CONSIDERATIONS, THE I'^^IVIOUAL HOULD 

PROPER ACADEMIC CREDENTIALS L CHINESE HOSTS 

llVlUlTo nEErTH2lxI?T5NG%RDFESSIDN*L REOUIRejENTS OF TH 

SHOUUU M*VE A bACAGHOUNB IN NUCLEAR KtAPONS RIO, -HUE 

Rup"! I? onI S; JJe'scuStists hau so«e eacaground in 
reprocessing TECHNOLOGIES. 

9. FINALLY, »E UELIEVE THAT A 

BEGIN pHH only T.O SCIENTIST8,^HN0SE^ASBIGN^E 

houlo not Necessarily a -ptpmtist on taihan for a trial 
MIGHT BE -ISE TU SJcU W Sn tUe AOYISABILITY OP 

PERIOD OF SI* MONTHS ■,„« SPECIAL CIRCUMSTANCES 

ASSIGNING A SECOND. OEPEnOING ONJME^SPECI^L^^ 

S^cSSmenS’^mJ ?me"«unments be programmed for tno-year 

PERIODS. 

... this message » to alert tme^oepartment;ojmejneno^^ 

rONS°uM?!21! SEfTE^IS tsSsB .NO NOULU lImE TO EXPLORE THIS 
sS?JECT further. BROnN — 
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